Action Guide

STOP LAND GRABS
The global scramble for land is spiraling out of control. Around the
world, the GROW campaign is ramping up its efforts to stop land grabs.

What can you do? Stage a symbolic land grab!

Six Simple Steps to Staging a Symbolic
Land Grab in your Community
Step 1:

Get others involved. You can set up a symbolic land
grab on your own, but it will be more fun with friends
and family to help.

Step 2:

Choose an iconic place to stage your symbolic land
grab where lots of people pass by.

Step 3:

Make sure your stunt is legal and safe.
This isn’t a real land grab after all!

Step 4:

Make your message clear. Use our downloadable
campaign resources including the poster, leaflet and
petition at: www.oxfam.ca/grow/learn/resources.

Step 5:
Step 6:

Let Oxfam and others know what you’re planning to
do! You can invite people by e-mail, post a notice of
your event on Facebook and tweet it.
Grab your land! Talk to as many people as possible.
Tell them key facts about land grabs. Ask people to help
stop land grabs and support women farmers by:

• Signing a petition to urge the World Bank to stop the
injustice of land grabs. You can obtain a copy of the
petition at http://oxf.am/Jvv

• Sending a message to Minister Jim Flaherty urging
him to speak up on land grabs at the World Bank:
www.oxfam.ca/stop-land-grabs

• Donating to women farmers in Nicaragua:
www.oxfam.ca/support-nicaragua
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Toolbox
Here is what you’ll need for your land grab:

✓ Duct tape or caution tape and a marker.

Write on your tape: STOP LAND GRABS

✓ A STOP LAND GRABS poster
✓ Leaflets to handout
✓ A petition asking supporters to send a message to the World
Bank

✓ A fundraising opportunity to support women farmers in Nicaragua
✓ For more information, go to www.oxfam.ca/land

Reminders
Ensure your stunt is legal. Check whether you need to ask
permission – this is a symbolic gesture – not a real land grab.
If necessary, contact your local authorities to let them know when
and where your stunt will take place.
Take pictures or video of your action, or write a blog. Getting the
story out there is the name of the game.

This symbolic action can be as individual as you are.
Here are some ideas:
• Grab a park bench, a local monument or a
piece of land in a busy area
• Grab the front page of your personal blog or
website

Can’t stage a land grab in your community?
Don’t worry!
You can still be a part of Oxfam’s national action on land grabs!
Set up a symbolic land grab online!
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Set up a symbolic land grab online!
Step 1:
Step 2:
Step 3:
Step 4:

Think of a fun or iconic place in your home or immediate
surroundings (for example, your computer, front door or
fridge).
Set up your ‘land grab’ and take pictures! Make sure
some of Oxfam’s materials from the toolbox make it into
the photos.
Tweet your photos to your followers. Connect them to
Oxfam’s online tools and actions to stop land grabs.
Post the photo to your Facebook page and direct your
friends to actions they can take to stop land grabs. Here
is a suggested post to go with it:
“The global scramble for land is spiraling out of control.
Big land deals in poor countries are forcing families
from their homes, jobs and food. Very often, land sold
as ‘unused’ or ‘underdeveloped’ is actually being used
by women to grow food, raise livestock, collect water
and firewood for their families. We urgently need your
help. Join us. Call on the World Bank to stop the
injustice of land grabs. Go to www.oxfam.ca/land.”

Step 5:

Let us know what you’ve posted online by e-mailing
volunteer@oxfam.ca

Want more ideas about what you can do?

Learn more at: www.oxfam.ca/LAND
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