Land Campaign 2012-2013 Q&A
Q: What’s this event about? Why are you here today?
A: We’re here today to raise awareness on the growing global scandal of land grabs and encourage
Canadians to take action.

The global scramble for land is spiraling out of control.
Big land deals are forcing hardworking families from their homes, jobs and food. Poor people’s land
should not be up for grabs. Irresponsible large-scale land deals mean the world’s most vulnerable people
are losing the land they rely on to grow food – not to mention their homes and livelihoods – and
sometimes even their lives. We urgently need effective protections in place to stop land grabs.

Q: How big is the problem?
The speed and scale of the global land rush is staggering.
Commercial pressure on land globally is growing dramatically. In just ten years, land deals by foreign
investors in developing countries are estimated at 106 million hectares – almost the size of Ontario.
Globally, an area more than double the size of British Columbia or the three Prairie provinces combined
has been sold off in the rush for land. Agricultural land on this scale that could feed a billion people – the
number of people who go to bed hungry every night.
Two thirds of agricultural land deals involving foreign investors are in developing countries with serious
hunger problems. 68 per cent of investors intend to export everything they grow on the land.
In Honduras, over 60 people have been killed in a land conflict in the Aguan Valley, and the conflict
shows no sign of stopping. In Liberia, 30 per cent of the country has been swallowed up by land deals in
just five years. In Cambodia, over half of the country’s farmland has been transferred to private
companies.

Q: What can you do to help stop land grabs?
A: Here are three things you can do right now to help stop land grabs and protect small scale farmers:
1. Sign a petition to urge the World Bank to stop the injustice of land grabs (have a hardcopy of the
petition, clipboard and pen ready)
2. Send a message to Minister Jim Flaherty urging him to speak up on land grabs at the World Bank
3. Donate to support women small scale farmers in Nicaragua at: http://www.oxfam.ca/supportnicaragua
If there is only one thing you can do today to help stop land grabs, sign the petition. We’ll get back to you
with opportunities for action. Please take this leaflet and learn more about the land grab scandal and
what you can do.

Q: How are women being affected by land grabs?
A: Women around the world depend on land to collect water, graze animals and grow food for survival.
Land is often sold as ‘unused’ or ‘underdeveloped’ when in fact there are women and communities who
depend on the resources of the land. As land is pulled out from under the feet of communities, women are
losing access to resources and income. Support is needed for women in developing countries who are
standing up to land grabs – sometimes at great risk.

Globally, women continue to fight for their equal right to access and own land. In many places this means
working to ensure that women human rights are upheld, including the right to own land. You can support
this work by donating to support small scale women farmers in Nicaragua to develop successful
agricultural businesses.

Q: What’s the difference between a land deal and land grab?
A: Foreign investors are acquiring large tracts of farmland in developing countries. Because these
purchases are happening very quickly and on a massive scale it is often referred to as the ‘global rush for
land’.
Land grabs are when these land deals go wrong and the rights and livelihoods of the people living and
working on the land are violated. Land grabs can lead to violence, hunger, loss of livelihoods and loss of
homes, which deepens poverty.
Responsible investment is in everyone’s interest for sustainable development of poor communities, but
when these investments are not properly regulated, land deals can turn to land grabs and cheat poor
people out of their futures.

Q: Why should I care about land grabs and land deals?
A: The global land rush is a growing scandal. The issue is set to get worse because food prices remain at
near record levels, making cheap farmland, particularly in Africa, ever more attractive to investors and rich
food-importing countries. Land deals could accelerate even more, potentially exposing more poor people
to land grabs and uncertain futures.

Q: Why send a petition to the World Bank or send a message to Canada’s
representatives to the World Bank? Can the World Bank make a difference?
A: Oxfam is calling on the World Bank to commit to a six-month freeze on all land-related investments in
developing countries. Putting a stop to its investments in the short term will give the Bank time to put its
own house in order and send a strong signal to global investors.
The World Bank provides direct financial support for investments in land, acts as a policy advisor to
developing country governments and is an international standard-setter for the global investment
community.
Canada is a founding member of the World Bank and is one of its top ten funders. Canada has a
permanent representative on the Bank’s executive board. Finance Minister Jim Flaherty is Canada’s
Governor for the World Bank and can exercise his influence during its spring meetings in Washington DC
(April 19-21, 2013). Canada is well placed to encourage the World Bank to commit to a six-month freeze
so it can review its land deals and improve its land policies and practices.

Q: What is Oxfam doing to stop land grabs?
A: As part of the campaign we are calling for the World Bank to:
Freeze its lending to projects that involve or enable the acquisition of large tracts of land in
developing countries.
Review the extent to which exiting investments and policies ensure transparency; respect and
uphold Free Prior and Informed Consent; promote land rights and good land governance;
and promote food security.
Oxfam Canada supports the Pastoral Women’s Council of Tanzania and many other partner
organizations in the Global South working to increase women’s right to land. For example, the Council
has informed 7,000 people of their land rights and, through the Pastoralist Gender Equality Program,
helped empower women to claim their rights to land and secure tenure, education and freedom from
gender-based violence.

