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Oxfam responds to food crisis
in East Africa
Thanks to the generosity of Canadians,
Oxfam Canada has raised over $4 million
for our East Africa relief efforts, helping
reach 3.5 million people.
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Above: Refugees wait eagerly as a new Oxfam water tank is installed at IFO camp in Kenya
Right: Robert Fox visits with refugees at Ifo II camp, near Dadaab

Executive Director Robert Fox
recently traveled to the area
to meet with officials, partner
organizations, and refugees to
learn more about the situation
and assess the response of the
international community. Here,
Robert shares his experience:
I’ve traveled to Dolo Ado in southern
Ethiopia and Dadaab in western Kenya
to see firsthand the effect of the worst

drought to hit East Africa in 60 years.
In a climate-changed world, we know
we will see more drought in the coming
years and we know they will be more
severe, larger and longer. For that
reason, the challenge before us is not
just to respond to the current crisis, but
to address the underlying vulnerability.
In communities in East Africa where
Oxfam has been working with local
partners to build their resilience through
proactive investments in small-scale
irrigation, drought-resistant crops
and community mobilizing, we see
the drought’s toll has been greatly

reduced. Social protection programs,
innovative insurance schemes and
cash-for-work have also staved off
hunger for millions and helped communities protect and build up their
assets and reduce disaster risk.
The first camp I visited was Hilaweyn,
in Ethiopia, where most residents
are women and children. In fact, I’m
told 80 percent are under 18 years of
age. They’ve walked days – in many
cases weeks - to get here and there’s
not a spare inch of fat amongst them.
Many have lost family members along
the way. Most arrived with only the
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clothes on their backs. Too many
suffered or witnessed violence. Yet
despite the trauma, the dominant
mood is relief rather than distress.
One woman tells me she walked nine
days with her husband and four children
to find shelter at the camp. She’s pleased
with her tent and the water stand near
her home. She’s been elected a member
of the water committee, representing the
residents and helping build and maintain
the latrines. Oxfam has erected three
10,000 litre water tanks in the camp. As
always, Oxfam combines its water and
sanitation efforts with a strong emphasis
on hygiene and public health promotion,
recognizing the integral link among them
and the high risk of water-borne disease.
For the families at Ifo II, the refugee
camp near Dadaab in western Kenya
offers security and stability after weeks
of hunger, thirst, risk and trauma. Last
autumn, Oxfam installed all of the
needed water infrastructure to support
a refugee population of 40,000. I spoke
with some of the families who had just
settled in. They told me of the trials
they have overcome to arrive at this
place of refuge. And they expressed
relief and a sense of safety that having overcome so much they could now
take a moment to rest, heal, and start
thinking about what’s next. They have
suffered, no doubt. Yet having seen their
shy smiles, I find some comfort and
hope for their futures. That hope is alive
and well thanks to supporters like you.
The refugees I met expressed their
thanks to Canadians and other people
so far away who have been so generous. They praise Oxfam for the quality
of the water and sanitation services
and the speed with which we are working. And they renew their wish to
return home when there are rains and
when there is peace – with the hope
that it will be very soon. For more
information on Oxfam’s response, visit
www.oxfam.ca/emergencies.

•

Oxfam Canada

news fall 2011

Community members from Jesus Menendez plan their vegetable gardens

Small Cuban town thrives three
years after devastating hurricane
The story of Jesus Menendez, a
small Cuban town built by sugar
cane and battered by hurricanes, is
one of reinvention. Oxfam Canada
was invited to work in the town in
2008, as they wanted to improve
food production, support local farmers’ cooperatives and strengthen
their ability to work together. After 3
years, participation in the process
has grown out beyond officials to
local people. People working in
local development organizations
know each other, feel comfortable
with each other and rely on one
another. Resources are better
shared; each others’ expertise
is better understood. Oxfam’s
Country Director Beat Schmid
has found that “we are receiving
demands for training. You can
see the ownership growing.”
Cuban culture is one of solidarity, but while women are visible
and present at meetings and in
organizations, there are still challenges. Much of the work done by
women is unpaid, and violence
against women remains an issue.
But now it is no longer in the shadows. “We consider this one of the

most important results of the work
Oxfam supports. Even if changes
in the mind are difficult to see and
measure, they are there,” Beat said.
In addition to building the skills of
its people, Jesus Menendez wanted
to see more sustainable food production to ensure its citizens would
have enough to eat. Oxfam invested
in a market where cooperatives can
gather and sell produce one day a
week. On the opening day, more
than 3,000 people turned up, drawn
partly to the rodeo that accompanies the market. “It’s more than just
to buy something for you,” Beat
said about the value of a community market. “It’s to come together,
it’s to meet, it’s to have fun, it’s to
get out of the house. It’s identity.”
Once ravaged by the hurricanes,
Jesus Menendez, thanks in part
to you, has now become a model
for nearby neighbourhoods.
They’ve demonstrated what
innovation, collaboration, and
cultural shifts can achieve. For
more information on Oxfam’s work
in Cuba and the Americas, visit
www.oxfam.ca/americas.
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TAKE ACTION. GET INVOLVED. STAY INFORMED. INSPIRE.

Oxfam supporters in action!
Vicky Canham
Miriam Palacios

Orval Chapman rallies walkers

Oxfam member
Orval Chapman leads
annual Walkathon

10 year old Ava Islam of Guelph, ON holds yard sale in
support of East Africa crisis, raising $104.00

10 year old Guelph girl raises over $100 for Oxfam
with yard sale
Ava Islam and her family recently relocated to Guelph, ON from the UK.
Despite not knowing very many people, she felt compelled to help children in East
Africa who were struggling to get basic necessities. “I saw how serious this was.
I wanted to be able to give them something but my mum said we couldn’t just send
food over from Canada. It’s not that simple. I saw that we have lots of toys and
books and we don’t need all of them. So I decided to do a yard sale,” Ava says.
Ava was really happy with how it went, and a lot of people told her she was
doing something special. According to Ava, “helping is easy. You can do
things such as saving up your allowance and donating it to Oxfam. I also made
some homemade lemonade with my mum and we sold it for 25 cents a
glass.” If you’re looking to get involved and help, visit www.oxfam.ca/
fundraisingtoolkit. As Ava says, “it really isn’t that hard and once you
have done it, you will realize that you can make a difference.”

•

Restaurant turns 40 and gets saucy for Oxfam Canada
The Old Spaghetti Factory in Toronto recently celebrated its 40th Anniversary,
and used the opportunity to put a spotlight on Oxfam and our relief efforts in
East Africa. They used their original menu and prices from 1971, and donated
all the proceeds to our work! One evening raised a total of $4,846.96, including generous donations from patrons and staff. Thank you to General Manager
Graham Hnatiw, Gabe Nicolau, the rest of the staff of The Old Spaghetti
Factory, and everyone who came out to have a delicious meal in support of
a good cause! Visit blogs.oxfam.ca to read more of this saucy story.
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Over the past nine years, long-time
Oxfam supporter and member, Orval
Chapman has led an annual Walkathon
organized by the local Oxfam Committee
at Garry Point Park in Richmond, BC.
This year, Orval was deeply touched by
the food crisis and famine taking place
in East Africa and wanted to organize
something to help. The event’s objective was to raise funds and awareness
about the situation in the region and
also be an act of solidarity for the many
women and children who walk up to 20
days to make it to the refugee camps.
This year, the Richmond Local
Committee Walkathon was by far the
biggest one yet and Orval courageously
completed two km despite having
been seriously injured earlier this
year. His strength and determination
inspired everyone around him. Several
performance groups, including a
group of young Ethiopian women, the
Kanjobalita marimba from Guatemala
and Impromptu Jazz – a group of
young high school students presented
music and dance performances
during the walkathon, delighting
participants and the general public.
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Buse/Wainwright family

Sara and Alan on their wedding day
Helen O’Neill/Oxfam

Sharing your special day
with Oxfam is easy and
fulfilling

Boreholes provide clean water, like this
one in Somali region Ethiopia

Allan Lissner

How water inspired
one woman to raise over
$5000 for East Africa
Susan Tomovcik convinced her
Simcoe County community to dig
deep; deep enough to build a well or
two. She was raising funds to help
people in East Africa suffering from
drought and famine. Beginning with
designating a portion of her company’s
water delivery and equipment sales
to Oxfam, her “Water for Africa”
campaign grew from there.
Yard sales, donation jars at the
local swimming pool, restaurants
and local businesses donating
and hosting events, and even a
radio auction were just some of the
activities that took place this summer
in support of Susan’s efforts.
Describing the process as hard
work and inspirational, Susan was
thrilled with the outcome, raising
over $5000 for Oxfam Canada and
our East Africa relief efforts. You
can read more about her incredible
fundraising story at blogs.oxfam.ca.
Oxfam Canada
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Oxfam Trailwalker success!
Congratulations and thank you to all
of the participants, support crews,
volunteers and staff who helped
make this year’s event possible.
Teams of 4 hiked 100km together
along the beautiful Ganaraska Trail
on the weekend of July 23-25, raising
over $350,000 for Oxfam’s programs
around the world. We are already in
planning for next year’s event to be
bigger and better than ever. Please
visit www.oxfam.ca/trailwalker to
watch a fun video about this year’s
event and to find out how you can get
involved in Oxfam Trailwalker 2012.

•

When Sara and Alan decided to get
married last fall, they wanted to do
something different to celebrate.
“We decided to have a very simple
wedding at a small art gallery in
Vancouver with our families and all
of our best friends, so we decided
that instead of receiving gifts we
would ask people to donate to
Oxfam,” she says. “The wish list
was an overwhelming success;
our guests really enjoyed selecting
items like goats, which were very
popular, in addition to tools and
supplies, and we were able to raise
over $5000 from the 100 guests.
Donating to Oxfam allowed us,
our friends and our families to
celebrate the special day by making
a meaningful contribution toward
improving the health and welfare of
people in need.” To learn more about
Oxfam’s wedding and wishlists, visit
www.oxfamunwrapped.ca

•

Do you have great ideas or inspiring
Oxfam stories you’d like to share with
us? Email fundraising@oxfam.ca.

Ending global poverty begins with women’s rights

Allan Lissner

Join millions of people around
the world for GROW Week!

Oxfam volunteers help launch the GROW campaign in Toronto, June 2011

is Oxfam’s
campaign
for better ways to grow, share and
live together. GROW launched in 45
countries in June 2012 calling for a
better future where everyone always has
enough to eat. The campaign is calling
for a dramatic change in the way we
produce and share food. Almost a billion
of us go to bed hungry every night, not
because there isn’t enough, but because
of deep injustice in the food system.
We can feed the world by protecting the
planet’s resources and ensuring women
are at the heart of the solution. Living
better. Growing better. Sharing better.
We all love food. We love eating it,
love sharing it, love growing it and love
celebrating it. From our first bites to our
most memorable dinners, it’s a part of
all our lives. It joins friends, families and
communities together all over the world.
This makes it powerful.
This is what GROW Week is all about.
From 15 to 22 October 2011 people
around the world will be celebrating food
and calling for the change needed to
build a better food future for everyone.
That momentum can be found
Oxfam Canada
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everywhere: from conversations
over dinner, chats in the market and
celebratory food festivals to communities
seeking land rights, rallying governments
to act on hunger and groups mobilising
to engage local politicians. It’s all
grounded in one thing: caring about
how our food reaches our plate and the
plates of our children and grandchildren
- and why it doesn’t reach the plates of
so many poor women, men and children.
The global food system is broken, and
we can already see examples of how
this impacts all of us. More importantly,
we have the solutions to fix it - and a
plan for a brighter future that everyone
can be a part of.
The current food crisis in East Africa is
an extreme example of the broken food
system. In a world with enough food for
everyone, over 13 million people are
fighting for their lives. It’s the world’s
worst food crisis in many years. GROW
is about a future where crises like East
Africa don’t happen.
To find out more about the GROW and
ways you can get involved in GROW
week and the ongoing campaign, go to
www.oxfam.ca/grow.

•

Oxfam Canada
receives high marks
from its global partners
The Keystone INGO Partner
Survey is a confidential social
accountability survey that southern-based partner organizations
complete to give feedback on the
quality of their relationships with
International Non-Governmental
Organization (INGO) partners,
like Oxfam. Oxfam Canada
is the first Canadian INGO to
participate; joining 26 American
and British INGOs in this benchmarked survey. Oxfam Canada
was rated 4th of 27 INGOs in
terms of overall partner satisfaction, and received top marks
from our partners related to our
relationship, communications,
understanding and learning.

•

For more information about
Oxfam’s programs and activities,
please visit www.oxfam.ca. You
can also ‘Like’ OxfamCanada on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter
@oxfamcanada to stay up-to-date!

Ending global poverty begins with women’s rights

Oxfam Campus group raises
thousands at Unwrapped fundraiser
Memorial University’s Oxfam campus
local MP Jack Harris. Congratulations
group held an Oxfam Unwrapped gala
to MUN Oxfam and Erin Heys for
last holiday season at a local St. John’s
organizing this successful event!
art gallery, raising $5,418 for Oxfam’s
work. The evening included entertainment
and refreshments, and the opportunity
to purchase local art through a silent
auction. The evening promoted Oxfam
Unwrapped, with rousing speeches
by local Oxfam staff Bill Hynd and
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Yes, I’d like to make a donation
to support Oxfam’s work.
$35

$50

$75

$100

$ _______

Enclosed is my cheque
payable to Oxfam Canada
or

I prefer to use:
Visa
MasterCard

American Express

card number expiry date

signature

name

address

city

province postal code

Bill Hynd

phone number

email address

To make a donation by telephone, please
call toll-free: 1-800-466-9326 or make a secure
donation on-line at www.oxfam.ca.
Check the following if you would like to receive:
SharePlan brochure, describing
Oxfam’s monthly giving program
Oxfam Canada Annual Report 2010

What’s on your wish list this holiday season?
The holiday season is nearly upon us,
and there are many ways that
you can celebrate with your family
and friends. Consider Oxfam Unwrapped
for gift giving, and creating your very
own Oxfam Wish List. Visit www.
oxfamunwrapped.ca to view our entire
gift catalogue, ranging from green gifts
to emergency essentials – there is
something for everyone! Your recipient
will receive a card, and the real item
will go to those who need it most. And if
you’re tired of receiving socks, toasters,

or ugly sweaters, consider creating your
very own Wish List. It’s simple to create
and send out to all your
family and friends –
perfect for
weddings,
birthdays,
or any
special
occasion!

A Guide to Planned Giving
Information on the
Oxfam-Citizen’s Bank
VISA card
Please clip coupon and mail to:
Oxfam Canada, 410 Adelaide Street West,
Suite 210, Toronto, Ontario M5V 1S8
Receipts will be issued for donations of $10 or more.
Charitable registration number: 12971 6866 RR0001.
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For more information on Oxfam’s programs and activities please visit our web site at www.oxfam.ca
Where to find us

National Office: Ottawa, 613.237.5236

National Fundraising Office: Toronto, 1.800.466.9326 or 416.535.2335
Regional Offices: St. John’s, Halifax, Toronto, Saskatoon, Vancouver
Overseas Offices: Managua, Nicaragua; Havana, Cuba; Bulawayo, Zimbabwe;

Maputo, Mozambique; Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Cape Town, South Africa
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