
GROW – food, women, planet
In June 2011, volunteers across the country and around  
the world took to the streets, farmers’ markets and 
community gatherings to launch Oxfam’s new global 
campaign, GROW.

GROW calls for better ways to grow, share, and live 
together. Almost a billion of us go to bed hungry every 
night, the majority women and girls. This is not because 
there isn’t enough food, but because of deep imbalances 
in opportunity and control of resources. Women are 
responsible for the majority of food production in many 
developing countries, despite having restricted access to 
markets, land, and credit.

Oxfam’s report, Growing a Better Future, clearly outlines 
how the food system is broken and proposes solutions. 
The food system can and must be transformed. This 
report is the result of three years of research and provides 
background for the campaign that will run for the next four 
years. Read Oxfam Canada’s Enough for Everyone: What 
Canada can do to end the food crisis and reduce hunger 
around the world, regarding the Canadian situation. 

For more information or to find out how you can get 
involved go to www.oxfam.ca/grow.

New tradition saves widows lives
Imagine your husband has just died and now you’re forced 
into a cleansing ritual that actually puts your life at risk. This 
is the unfortunate story for many widows in the province of 
Manica, Mozambique. The cultural practice called “Kupita 
Kufa” literally means “widow cleansing.” For a widow, it 
means that in order to ward off illness in the family after 
her husband’s death, she is expected to submit to sexual 
relations with the deceased’s eldest brother. After the ritual, 
along with taking over his brother’s financial assets, he 
assumes responsibility for the widow and any children. 

According to Oxfam’s partner, Magariro, Kupita Kufa is 
a significant mode of transmission of HIV/AIDS. To find 

a solution, Magariro held dialogues with traditional 
leaders and over time helped introduce an alternative 
practice of having widows take a ritual herbal bath. 
As the old ritual has withered away, so too has 
the transfer of assets from the widow’s husband to 
her brother-in-law. Not only has Oxfam’s work with 
partners in Mozambique contributed to decreasing 
the transmission of HIV/AIDS, it’s also helped to 
shift power dynamics so that widows have greater 
economic security.

Rosa’s Story
Rosa Idalia Reyes is a land owner, cattle rancher, and 
president of her local agricultural cooperative in Nueva 
Guinea, Nicaragua. 

“I was a leader in my community for home and 
land projects. With time, I became president of the 
Agricultural Cooperative. The assembly of members 
put me in charge of women’s affairs. There were men 
who were opposed to the decision and who caused a 
lot of problems. I would plan to go to the communities 
to see projects and they would tell me there wasn’t 
transport. I would tell them, ‘It doesn’t matter; I 
will go by bus.’ Then, they would tell me that there 
wasn’t money for travel expenses and I would say, 
‘I don’t need it, I brought some beans and tortillas!’ I 
concentrated on demanding respect, because, I knew 
if I lost my authority and leadership, I would fail. Now, 
they assign me a budget, respect me and take me into 
account.

Because FENACOOP (Federación Nacionales de 
Cooperativas) had the support of Oxfam Canada 
for a gender audit process, we have become more 
autonomous and can continue to fight for a focus on 
women’s interests. We need to focus on gender so 
women know that they have the right to land, credit, 
technical training and the right to participate in a 
cooperative.”
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Our work around the world in 2011

The International 
Oxfam Confederation
Oxfam Canada is part of the 
international confederation  
of Oxfam affiliates. Together,  
we work in 98 countries.  
By combining our efforts we 
have greater impact changing 
policies and challenging the  
root cause of poverty.

The confederation includes: 

• Oxfam America
• Oxfam Australia
• Oxfam-in-Belgium
• Oxfam Canada
• Oxfam France
• Oxfam Germany
• Oxfam Great Britain
• Oxfam Hong Kong
• Oxfam India
• Intermón Oxfam (Spain)
• Oxfam Ireland
• Oxfam Mexico
• Oxfam Novib (Netherlands)
• Oxfam New Zealand
• Oxfam-Québec
Oxfam observer members: 
• Oxfam Italy
• Oxfam Japan

Canada
Program expenditure: $530,132

Areas of work: Women’s rights 
and gender equality, public 
education, campaigning, 
advocacy, coalition-building.

Latin America and the 
Caribbean
Program expenditure: $4,910,189

Countries: Chile, Cuba, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, 
Nicaragua and regional initiatives.

Areas of work: women’s rights 
and gender equality, sustainable 
livelihoods, labour rights, 
leadership and participation, 
violence against women, capacity 
building, gender mainstreaming, 
health, humanitarian relief.

Horn and East Africa
Program expenditure: $4,814,235

Countries: : Ethiopia, Somalia, 
Sudan, Tanzania.

Areas of work: women’s rights and 
gender equality, community capacity 
building, organizational capacity 
building, rural livelihoods, disaster 

risk management, food security, 
livestock, knowledge-building, water 
and sanitation, health promotion, 
humanitarian relief.

Southern Africa
Program expenditure: $2,509,615

Countries: Mozambique, Namibia, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe.

Areas of work: women’s rights 
and gender equality, HIV and AIDS 
prevention and treatment, rural 
livelihoods, domestic violence, 
civil rights, community capacity 
building, food security, public health 
promotion, water, humanitarian 
relief.

Asia and Middle East
Program expenditure: $3,757,035

Countries: Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Samoa.

Areas of work: women’s rights 
and gender equality, livelihood 
support, community mobilization, 
disaster management, domestic 
violence, agricultural rehabilitation, 
public health promotion, 
humanitarian relief.

Oxfam Canada’s programs

Teams of 4 – 48 hours –  
100 kms
This year’s Oxfam Trailwalker Canada (July 22-24) was 
a tremendous success. The first team, Running Free, 
crossed the finish line in 19:26 hours, breaking the 
Oxfam Trailwalker Canada record by just under one 
minute. Incredibly, the last four participants finished in 
40:51 which completed this year’s event over seven 
hours ahead of the 48 hours allowed. Now that’s 
extraordinary. 

Three teams raised more than $10,000 each for 
Oxfam’s work around the world. Congratulations and 
thank you to Reservoir Dogs, Your Pace or Mine? 
and McMillan LLP: Take the Lead. Thanks to all the 
participants, support crews, and event volunteers. 
Oxfam Trailwalker not only pushes participants to their 
physical limits, but challenges teams to stick together 
and encourage each other. 

Next year’s Trailwalker Canada will be held July 13-15, 
2012 on a new stretch of the Ganaraska Trail from 
Wasaga Beach to Midland, Ontario. Get your team 
together today and start training!

For more information or to register, go to  
www.oxfamtrailwalker.ca.

From dump ... to nursery
Two years ago, anyone who walked around the 
municipal market in Camaguey, central Cuba, left 
quickly as soon as they saw all the garbage in the 
vacant lots. That was when the local authorities 
offered the land to the Raúl Gómez Credit and Service 
Cooperative to “do something”. The cooperative is a 
member agency of one of Oxfam Canada’s Cuban 
partners, the National Association of Small Farmers 
(ANAP). Together, we worked with the community as 
they set about transforming the market.

Today, it’s a much different place. People come 
by to enjoy the shade houses, the nursery and the 
market where fruit, wood and plants are sold. New 
jobs were created and the market now supplies 
other cooperatives and local hotels with good quality 
plants and produce. There are communal composting 
stations that help keep local waste from being 
dumped and the compost itself is used throughout the 
community. 300,000 plants have been sold and tens 
of thousands of papaya and royal palm seedlings are 
thriving. There are even training sessions for local 
women and men on caring for plants, the importance 
of planting trees and much more. 

Restoring coastal livelihoods
Ibu Masni is one of a group of women who are taking 
part in an organic farming field school run by Oxfam 
in Lawalla, a coastal village in South Sulawesi, 
Indonesia. Masni has experienced many benefits 
from her participation in the training. She started 
cultivating the area around her house, which was 
previously unused.

By learning to grow vegetables in her yard using 
organic fertilizer, that she also makes, she now 
spends less on buying vegetables for the whole 
family. Prior to this, she was routinely spending 
5,000 – 10,000 Rupiahs (half to one C$) a day 
for vegetables including essentials like chillis and 
tomatoes. Having her garden full of vegetables 
means she does not have to spend a rupiah on 
good, tasty, nutritious food. “I now spend the money 
I have for vegetables on my children’s education,” 
said the mother of three. The women have shared 
their knowledge with their neighbours. Now growing 
crops and producing organic fertilizer is spreading 
rapidly in the area. As a result, more and more house 
yards have become verdant with crops. There are 
vegetables, flowers, and fast growing fruit. Before this 
there were only one or two trees such as mangoes.

For a full copy of Oxfam Canada’s audited financial statements  
go to www.oxfam.ca.

Statement of revenues and expenses
Year ended March 31, 2011, with comparative figures 
for 2010

			   2011	 2010

Revenue
	 Donations	 $ 7,991,051	 $ 6,411,608

	 Bequests	 833,332	 2,759,380

	 Grants and contributions

		  Canadian International	 10,724,744	 10,493,672
	  	   Development Agency		

		  Non-government organizations   	 2,015,646	 216,259

		  Other Oxfam	 3,067,643	 2,379,842

	 Interest	 26,900	 18,913

	 Miscellaneous	 1,196,242	 1,307,968

			   $ 25,855,558	 $ 23,587,642

Expenses
	 Operating

		  Overseas projects	 19,671,451	 15,829,738

		  Overseas project management	 222,958	 248,112

		  Education and public affairs	 1,754,502	 1,613,666

		  Foreign exchange loss	 161,262	 240,011

			   21,810,173	 17,931,527

	 Program support

		  Administration	 2,426,680	 1,679,646

		  Fundraising	 3,079,927	 2,964,257

			   5,506,607	 4,643,903

			   27,316,780	 22,575,430

Excess (deficiency) of revenue 
	 over expenses	 $ (1,461,222)	 $ 1,012,212

Statement of financial position
March 31, 2011, with comparative figures for 2010

		  2011	 2010

Assets
Current assets
	 Cash	 $ 7,675,256	 $ 9,813,361 
	 Short-term investments	 743,495	 743,739
	 Accounts receivable	 598,005	 1,584,238
	 Advances to partners 	 3,047,484	 1,874,070
	 Prepaid expenses	 227,816	 212,253

		  12,292,056	 14,227,661
Capital assets	 5,090,545	 4,776,734

		  $ 17,382,601	 $ 19,004,395

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities

	 Accounts payable and 
	   accrued liabilities	 $ 1,126,494	 $ 1,082,832
	 Accrued benefit liability	 366,300	 318,023
	 Deferred revenue	 12,218,524	 12,369,161
	 Current portion of 
	   long-term debt	 107,463	 101,885

		  13,818,781	 13,871,901
Long-term liabilities
	 Long-term portion of 
	   long-term debt	 1,394,665	 1,502,117

Net assets
	 Invested in capital assets	 3,588,417	 3,172,732
	 Endowments	 1,289	 1,289
	 Unrestricted deficiency	 (1,420,551)	 –  
	 Internally restricted		  456,356

		  2,169,155	 3,630,377

		  $ 17,382,601	 $ 19,004,395

Oxfam Canada is incorporated under the laws of Canada.
Charitable Registration # 12971 6866 RR0001

Oxfam Canada in action
In 2011, Oxfam Canada provided assistance 
to more than 6 million people in 19 countries. 
Our work was made possible through the 
support of more than 50,000 donors, 33,000 
campaigners and over 6,500 members across 
Canada. Here are a few examples of Oxfam 
Canada in action.

Saving lives in East Africa
Severe drought and a spiraling food crisis gripped large 
parts of East Africa throughout 2011, devastating the 
lives and livelihoods of millions of women, men and 
children. Southern Somalia was hit hardest – the double 
impact of drought and ongoing conflict. 

In Somali refugee camps in Ethiopia and Kenya, Oxfam 
provided water, sanitation, and public health services 
– critical to sustaining life and reducing the risk of 
contagion and disease. In some cases, this required 
drilling boreholes more than 200 metres below the 
surface to pump water to communities so parched that 
camels were dying of thirst. In other communities, we 
trucked in water in order to supply taps and water points. 
As the numbers swelled, we also employed the new 
residents of the camps to build latrines and washing 
facilities and enlisted children and parents alike in 
promoting hygiene and healthy habits.

Oxfam also provided support to the host communities of 
Kenyans and Ethiopians as they struggled to feed their 
own families after two years with negligible rains.

In Somalia itself, Oxfam worked through respected local 
partners that have the trust and confidence of their 
communities. We supported the largest therapeutic 
feeding program in Mogadishu, targeting malnourished 
children, nursing mothers and pregnant women. Through 

cash-for-work programs and public health promotion we 
helped meet urgent needs.

Oxfam reached over 2.5 million women, men and 
children with life-saving assistance in the affected areas 
in 2011. 

Thank you to the thousands of Canadians who 
contributed generously to Oxfam Canada’s East Africa 
appeal in 2011. Please note that due to our fiscal year, 
most of these donations will be reflected in next year’s 
financial statements.

Community action for clean 
water
Water. Not only is it a source of life but for most women 
in Ethiopia getting it is a lot of hard work. And given 
the dire impact of climate change, for many the task is 
growing harder each year.

Finding and carrying water is traditionally the work of 
women and girls. “Twenty litres on our back and a baby 
in our belly” is how one woman in Angacha described 
her daily burden. “We leave at dawn and don’t get back 
‘til midday. Meanwhile our chores await us.”

Not surprisingly when asked their dream for the future, 
the community members said “water, healthy, clean 
water for our children and their children.”

But it is not just a dream. It is a commitment. With 
support from Oxfam the community mobilized and 
formulated a plan. Community members donated their 
labour and 250,000 birr (approximately C$14,400) from 
their collective savings to construct safe water points 
closer to home. They also mobilized support from local 
government and regional authorities. With government 
covering the cost of pipes and imported materials and 
the community committing the seed money and sweat 
equity, they are realizing their dream and helping end 
the scourge of diarrhea and infant deaths from water-
borne diseases.

73%

Oxfam Canada program spending by region
	 3%	 Canada

	 30%	 Latin America and the Caribbean

	 29%	 Horn and East Africa

	 15%	 Southern Africa

	 23%	 South Asia, South-East Asia and the Pacific

How your donations worked in 2010-2011
	 73% Overseas program Project support and funds for 

implementing, managing and monitoring work overseas.

	 7% Canadian program Education, advocacy, 
outreach and linking issues at home and abroad.

	 9% Administration General office costs, financial 
services, governance and other essential functions.

	 11% Fundraising Raising money, finding new donors,  
producing literature, receipting and responding to inquiries.

Oxfam Canada program spending by region
 3% Canada
 30% Latin America and the Caribbean
 29% Horn and East Africa
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Villagers gather to watch as the final touches are put to a new water point installed by Oxfam 
and to be the first to draw water from the taps in the Somali region of Ethiopia.

East Africa: clean water Oxfam volunteers take to the square outside Toronto’s Eaton Centre dressed as fruit and vegetables to 
launch the GROW campaign in June.

GROW campaign Team Are We There Yet show energy on the 
trails – Oxfam Trailwalker Canada 2011.

Trailwalker Ibu Masni works in her organic garden. Money saved 
from growing vegetables helps her children go to school.

Indonesia


